Phonetics, Phonology, & Fieldwork

Who we

Andrés Aguilar, ABD (BA, UCLA; MA, CSUN)
| am interested in phonology and in its interaction with morphology, and also in
language documentation. | am currently studying how phonological processes
interact with syllable structure in the agglutinative morphology of Nahuatl.

Eric Bakovié, Professor (BA, UC Santa Cruz; PhD, Rutgers)
My recent research is concerned with relations and interactions between phono-
logical maps. Most of this recent work is collaborative, with grad students (Kati
Hout, Anna Mai, Adam McCollum, Eric Meinhardt) and with colleagues at other
institutions (Lev Blumenfeld, Carleton Univ.; Matt Goldrick, Northwestern Univ.).
Gabriela Caballero, Associate Professor (BA, Sonora; PhD, UC Berkeley)
My research focuses on language description and documentation of indigenous
languages of the Americas (especially Uto-Aztecan), phonology, morphology and
their interaction. | am especially interested in developing corpora and resources
that serve both academic linguists and indigenous communities. My research
interests recently extend to psycholinguistic aspects of phonological and mor-
phological processing, tone-intonation interactions and grammatical tone.

Yuan Chai, 2nd-year grad (BA, Beijing Normal University; MA, CU Boulder)
My research interests are in phonetics and fieldwork. | study how utterance
structure and sentence type influence voice quality. | am currently studying the
tone sandhi system in Xiapu Min, exploring its sandhi boundary and the phonetic
realization of the sandhi forms.

Nese Demir, 2nd-year grad (BA, METU; MA, Syracuse University)
My research areas are phonology, morphology, and the interface between the
two. | have worked on partial reduplication in Turkish. My recent projects include
examining/modeling the patterns of vowel harmony decay in the Black Sea Re-
gion of Turkey (specifically the Laz dialect), and describing the Rere language (its
vowel harmony/possessives) as a part of the Fieldwork course.

José Armando Fernandez Guerrero, 1st-year grad (BA, Cornell)
My research interests are in the interaction morphology, syntax and semantics,
as well as in language revitalization. I'm particularly interested in Ch'ol (Mayan)
and Ja'a Kumiai (Yuman), and in Mexican languages in general. Recent projects
include the description of several second-position clitics in Ch'ol.

Marc Garellek, Associate Professor (BA, McGill; PhD, UCLA)
My interests are in phonetics and laboratory phonology, especially of laryngeal
sounds. My work has led to detailed phonetic analyses of diverse languages
including Malayalam, Mazatec, Hmong, Tongan, and Yi. | frequently collaborate
with electrical engineers and speech-language pathologists, and enjoy working
with those interested in applying a quantitative analysis of speech to a broad
range of scientific questions.

Nina Hagen Kaldhol, 1st-year grad (BA, MPhil, University of Oslo)
My research interests are in phonology and morphology, especially prosodic ty-
pology and grammatical tone. | currently work on the prosodic system of Somali,
and on tone and gender assignment to Somali compounds. | have previously
investigated how Norwegian loanwords are tonally adapted by Somali speakers
living in Oslo.

John B. Haviland, Distinguished Professor of Anthropology

| focus on the social life of language in everyday interaction, most particularly
among Tzotzil (Mayan) speakers of Chiapas, Mexico; speakers of Guugu Yimithirr
(Paman) and its close neighbors in northeastern Queensland, Australia; and a
first-generation sign language from a single extended family whose hearing
members speak Tzotzil.

Kati Hout, ABD grad (BA, Ohio State; MA, UC San Diego)
My research investigates the role that phonological exceptions (and related phe-
nomena) play in grammar, with an emphasis on understudied and low-resource
African languages. My dissertation expands our understanding of the typology of
exceptions, and utilizes an in-depth case study drawn from my field work on
Mushunguli (Somali Bantu) morphophonology to evaluate the predictions made
by representational and diacritic theories of exceptionality. | have also conducted
field work on ATR harmony and assimilation in Bari (E. Nilotic).

Yaqian Huang, 2nd-year grad (BA, UIBE; MA, University of Delaware)
My research interests are speech and voice perception, and the relation between
perception and production, in general. | investigate the role of phonation cues in
tone, phonation-contrastive, and tone-phonation interacting languages. Current
projects include the role of acoustic attributes of creaky voice in tone
perception and the role of noise in speech perception. I'm also interested in the
neural representations of speech and voice characteristics.

Ray Huaute, 1st-year grad  (BA, UC Riverside; MA, University of Arizona)
My research is focused on the description and documentation of Cahuilla and
other Uto-Aztecan languages. Some other topics of interest include: phonetics,
phonology, morphology, prosody, language acquisition, indigenous sign-lan-
guages and language revitalization or reclamation.

UC San Diego

are and what we're up to, as of February 2019

Seung Kyung Kim, Lecturer (BA, MA, Ewha Womans U.; MA, PhD, Stanford)
As an experimental phonetician, | am broadly interested in understanding how
individuals perceive and produce spoken language. My work has specifically
focused on examining how various types of social context and information avail-
able to listeners affect speech perception and spoken word recognition.

Anna Mai, ABD grad (BA, Washington University in St. Louis)
| study the mathematical foundations of phonological formalisms and the neural
encoding of speech sounds. Current projects include an ECoG study investigating
the neural representation of contrast and neutralization, an algebraic characteri-
zation of harmonic grammars, a production experiment on onset contribution to
syllable weight, and a corpus study of the prosodic organization of hip-hop verse.

Adam McCollum, ABD grad  (BA, Presbyterian College; MA, U. of Florida)
| study the theoretical and formal primitives of phonological analysis, including
locality, iterativity, computational complexity, and categoricality, drawing on data
from experimental and field research on understudied languages. My dissertation
uses data from vowel harmony in Turkic to argue that phonological patterns may
be gradient, in contrast to the traditional assumption that phonology is by defini-
tion categorical, building gradience into a constraint-based account.

Justin D. Mcintosh, Lecturer (BA, Evergreen; MA, PhD, Austin)
My research focuses on the documentation and description of indigenous lan-
guages of Mexico (Otomanguean). | work in collaborative multidisciplinary teams
engaged in community-based linguistic projects in Mexico and the US. My inter-
ests include tone, grammatical tone and its interaction with the morphology and
grammar, Language conservation, archiving, and the creation of digital corpora
for linguists and speakers.

Eric Meinhardt, ABD grad (BA, University of Rochester)
My interests lie at the intersection of linguistic theory and computational cogni-
tive science: how pressures for communication, learnability, and cultural trans-
mission shape linguistic typology. My dissertation work examines diachronic,
phonetic, and functional vs. synchronic, phonological, and (often) nativist expla-
nations for perceptibility effects in phonotactic typology; in collaboration with
others, | am also working on how learnability may explain why more computa-
tionally complex phonological processes are rarer.

Michael Obiri-Yeboah, 3rd-year grad  (BA, MPhil, University of Ghana)
| am interested in phonology, phonetics and language documentation with specif-
ic interest in speech sounds and tonal properties as well as their interactions with
linguistic theory. | have previously worked on domains and directionality of vowel
harmony in Gua (a Kwa language under the Tano branch of Ghana) as well as
tone marking for Tense, Mood and Aspect. | am currently working on acoustic
properties of Gua nasal vowels and hiatus resolution.

Amanda Ritchart-Scott, ABD grad (BA, UCLA; MA, UC San Diego)
My dissertation is on the production and perception of breathy voice during nasal
sounds. Past projects include tonogenesis in Punjabi, the sociophonetics of Eng-
lish declarative rises, and the syntax-prosody interface of the that-trace effect.

Sharon Rose, Professor (BA, Toronto; MA, UQAM; PhD, McGill)
My interests are in phonology and its interaction with morphology and phonetics.
| work primarily on long distance processes (harmony, dissimilation) and tone in
African languages, based on primary data collection. | am currently finishing a
grammar of Moro (Kordofanian). | have supervised students on a variety of top-
ics, ranging from sign language phonology to acquisition. | particularly welcome
students interested in combining fieldwork and phonological theory.

Will Styler, Assistant Teaching Professor  (BA, MA, Ph.D, CU Boulder)
My research specialization is in computational approaches to linguistics, specifi-
cally in acoustic phonetics, speech perception, and natural language processing.
My main focus is using computer modeling and machine learning to better un-
derstand the perception and production of speech, specifically of vowel quality
and vowel nasality, but I'm also interested in natural language processing and
other forms of extracting meaningful linguistic signal from noise. | enjoy working
with students doing quantitative, data-focused, or computational work, as well as
collaborating in speech perception and the acoustic analysis of speech.

Maxine Van Doren, 1st-year grad (BA, UCLA; MS, Boston University)
| have a clinical background in speech and voice disorders. My research interest
are in the relationship between laryngeal physiology and acoustics as well as
coordination patterns between laryngeal and oral vocal tract articulations. | have
previously studied post-surgical laryngeal, acoustic, and aerodynamic outcomes
in patients with vocal fold atrophy.

Matthew Zaslansky, 3rd-year grad (BA, University of Buffalo)
I work on diachronic issues in morphosyntactic variation, with a focus on varia-
tion in competition. | rely on the comparative method to describe and quantify
crosslinguistic patterns of persistence and reorganization in morphological para-
digms, with the empirical basis of my research centered on Turkic and Post-Sovi-
et Sign Language. My research is informed by fieldwork and corpus studies. |
also have an interest in the dialectology of Nakh-Daghestanian languages.
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ConCALL-3.
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E. Bakovi¢, A. Mai, A. G. McCollum, E. Meinhardt. 2018-19.
The complexity of sound patterns in human languages and
its relation to learnability. DSS Research Grant ($24,968) and
Academic Senate Research Grant ($10,485).

E. Bakovi¢, S. Rose, G. Caballero, M. Garellek. 2018. Annual
Meeting on Phonology. DSS Special Initiatives Grant ($8,935).
E. Bakovi¢, S. Rose, G. Caballero, M. Garellek. 2018. Work -
shop: Methods in phonological data collection and analysis.
NSF Workshop grant ($16,448).

M. Garellek. 2018. San Diego Hmong Language Corpus. Aca-
demic Senate Research Grant ($14,610).

A. Mai. 2018-19. UCSD Rita L. Atkinson Grad. F'ship ($20K).
N. H. Kaldhol 2018-19. Fulbright Flagship Stip. (NOK 200K).
A. G. McCollum. 2015-20. Katzin Prize ($50K).

A. G. McCollum. 2018-19. President's Diss. F'ship ($20K).

M. Obiri-Yeboah. 2019-20. Firebird Foundation F'ship ($10K).
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Scott Seyfarth, PhD 2016 (F. Ackerman, M. Garellek)
Postdoc, Department of Linguistics, Ohio State University. Dissertation:
Contextual and Morphological Effects in Speech Production.

Page Piccinini, PhD 2016 (M. Garellek)
Data scientist, Classy, San Diego. Dissertation: Cross-language Activa-
tion and the Phonetics of Code-switching.

Bethany Keffala, PhD 2015 (J. Barlow, S. Rose)
Postdoc, Communication Sciences & Disorders, Columbia Univ. Disser-
tation: Learning to Share: Interaction in Spanish-English bilinguals’
acquisition of syllable structure and positional phonotactics.

Lucien Carroll, PhD 2015 (G. Cabellero, E. Bakovic)
Data Quality Engineer, Cisco Labs, San Francisco. Dissertation: Ixpante-
pec Nieves Mixtec Word Prosodic Phonology.

Rebecca Colavin, PhD 2013 (S. Rose, R. Levy)
Ind. web developer, San Diego. Dissertation: Phonotactic probability in
Amharic: a psycholinguistic and computational investigation.

Hope Morgan, PhD 2017 (R. Mayberry, S. Rose)
Postdoc, Sign Lg. Research Lab, University of Haifa. Dissertation: The
Phonology of Kenyan Sign Language (Southwestern Dialect).

Bozena Pajak, PhD 2012 (E. Bakovi¢, R. Levy)
Learning Scientist, Duolingo, Pittsburgh, PA. Dissertation: Inductive
inference in non-native speech processing and learning.

Cynthia Kilpatrick, PhD 2009 (E. Bakovic)
Asst. Prof. in Practice & Interim Director, English Lg. Inst., Dept. of Ling.
& TESOL, Univ. of Texas at Arlington. Dissertation: The Acquisition of
Ungrammaticality: Learning a Subset in L2 Phonotactics.

Nicoleta Bateman, PhD 2007 (S. Rose)
Associate Professor, Liberal Studies Department, CSU San Marcos.
Dissertation: A Crosslinguistic Investigation of Palatalization.

Alicia Muiioz Sanchez, PhD 2003 (S. Rose)
Spanish Lg. Acad. Coord., Linguistics, UC San Diego. Dissertation: The
Effect of Phonological Status on the Acquisition of New Contrasts:
Evidence from Spanish and Japanese L2 Learners of English.

Linda Godson, PhD 2003 (M. Polinsky, S. Rose)
Heritage Language Initiative Coordinator, Department of World Lan-
guages and Literatures, Portland State University. Dissertation: Phonet-
ics of Language Attrition: vowel production and articulatory setting in
the speech of Western Armenian heritage speakers.



